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Earl Fitzwilliam’s Letter to the Earl of Carlifle. 


Our Reapers are hereby acquainted, that foon after Earl 
Firzwiti1AM received the final determination of the 
British CABINET, with refpect to the Affairs of Ireland, 
he wrote a Letter to the Earl of CARLISLE, in vindication 
of his own Conduct, with permiffion to give Copies of it 
to his Friends. 

Previous to his return from Ireland, he wrote a fecond Letter 
to the Earl of CARLISLE on the fame fubject, of which he 
gave Copies to fome of his Friends in Dublin, and which 
now appears in print, with the following Title-Page : 


A Letter from a Venerated Nobleman who recently retired from 
this Country, to the Earl of Carlifle, explaining the Caufes of 
that Event. 


“ My »veAR Lorp, 
A I find that the feveral fubje&ts of crimination that have 


been urged again{t me are fetting all into one point, and 
that, if I am to judge of the declaration and proceedings of 
Mr. Pitt’s friends, from the Englifh newfpapers, generally 
known to {peak the language of Government, the grand head 
of attack is to be—the mifchief I have caufed by agitating the 
Catholic queftion ; [ think it eflential to trouble you once 
more with my defence, and to fubmit an obfervation to you, 
which did not appear fo effential to me at the time I was writ« 
ing to you laft. I then contented myfelf with referring you 
VoL. XXV, 636, 24 to 
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to my correfpondence with the Cabinet of Engla ind on the 
Catholic meafure ; I fhall now myfelf enter into a review of 
that correfpondence. It contains a full and adequate \ indi- 
cation of my conduét, and will prove tw: thin gs: Firft, 
That the Catholic queftion entered f rn sittin r into the real 
caufe of my recall: and, fecondly, that from the very begin- 
ning, as well as in the whole proceedin gs of that fatal bufinefs, 
for fuch I fear I muft call it, I acted in perfect conformity with 
the original outline fettled between me and his Majefty’s Mi- 
nifters, previous to my departure from London. 

From a full confideration of the real merits of the cafe, 
as well as from every information I had been able to cclle& of 
. the ftate and temper of Ireland, from the year 1793» I was dee 
cidedly of opinion, tha at not only found policy, but juftice, ree 
quired, on the part of Great Britain, that the work which was 
left imperfect at that period, ought to be completed, and the 
Catholics relieved from every remaining difqualification. In 
this the D of P. d uniformly concurred with me: 
And when this queftion came under di fcuffion, previous to my 
departure for Ireland, I found the Cabinet, with Mr. P— at 
their head, {trongly imprefled with the fame conviction. Had 
I found it otherwi fe, I never would have undertaken the 
G t. Lat firft propofed, that, if the additional indul- 
gences thoula be offered from the throne, the very beft effects 
would be fecured by the act of unfolicited gracioufnefs, and the 
embarrafling confeque: ices, which it was natural to fo relee, 
mutt refult from the meafures bein; r left open for any volun- 
tcer to bring forward, would be timely and happily avoided : 
But to this propofal objections were ftated that appeared of 
iufficient weight ta induce the adoption of another plan. 
{ confented not to bring the queftion forward on the part of 
G- t, but rather to endeavour to keep back, until a 
period of more general — llity, when fo many material ob« 




















jects might not prefs upon the Gi verament 3 butas the princi 
pic was agreed on, and the necefiity of its being r brought into 
full cffe&t was unive —_ allowed, it was at the ‘fame time re- 
folved, that if the C olics fhould appear determined to ftir 
the bufinef:, and et welbie i efore Parliament, | was to give it 
a banciome fupport on t partor G—————f,, 

{ was no fooner landed, and intormed of the real ftate of 
t here, than | found that this qucftion would force itfelf 
upon my immediate conlideration. | iful to the fyftem that 
had been agreed on, and anxious to obtain the object that had 
ninitted to my diltretion, Lloit sot a moment in gain- 
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ing every necefiiry information, or in tran{mitting the refult to 
the Britith Ca! Laat, As early as the 8th of January laft, 
I wrote to the S yof § e on the fubjet: I told 
him, that I trembled about the Catholics; that I had great fears 
about keeping them quiet for the feffion ; that I found’ the 
queftion was already in agitation; that a Committce was ap- 
pointed to bring forward a petition to Parliament, praying for 
arepeal of all remaining difqualifications, I mentioned my 
intentions of immediately ufing what efforts I could, to ftop 
the progrefs of it, and to bring 1 the Catholics back to a confi- 
dence in Government: I ftated the fubftance of fome con- 
verfation I had on the fubject with fome of the principal per- 
fons of the country: It was the opinion of one of thefe, that 
if the poftponing of the queftion could be negociated on 
grounds of expediency, it ought not to be refifted by Govern- 
ment; that it fhould be put off for fome time was allowed to 
be a defirable thing ; but the principle of conceflion was at 
the fame time ftrong aly infilted on, and forcibly inculcated, as a 
matter not only wife, but neceflary to the public tranquillity. 

From the day of the date of this letier, I uoremittingly 
applied myfelf to the collecting of further information: | had 
heard that the Committee had prepared an addrefs to me ; be- 
fore I fhould receive it, 1 withed to know the opinion of, thofe 
whom the Committee called the Seceders, the Noblemen and 
principal landed gentlemen of that perfuafion. 

In a letter of the 15th of January, 1 acquainted the 
S———-» of S e of the refult of thefe conferences, and of 
the progrefs of the bufinefs, fubfequent to my former letter: 
ae him, that in the abfence of the Nobleman who was 

onfidered as the head of the Sece ders, I had fent.for a perfon 
of the molt tried and acknowledged eenntinin among {t 
them, and of the firlt confequence and property. I found by 
him (which the Nobleman above alluded to 5 Te con- 
firmed) that he, and every perfon of his defcription, were in 
perfeét union with the Committee ; that they all decidedly 
looked to the fame object ; that they were determined not to 
lo fe fight of it; that, provided it fhould be obtained, they 
had no Y objec tion that Mr. Byrn 2, or the other Members of the 
Committee, fhould have the honour of taking the lead in it. 
I mentioned my having, after this co nverfation, received the 
addrels ; that in my anfwer, which I tranfmitted, I had en- 
deavoured to kecp clear of all {pecific engagements whatever 5 
though, at the fame time, avoiding — thing that could be 
conftiued into a rejection of what they were all looking up 
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to—the repeal of the remaining reftritions ; and (what comes 
immediately to the point) I concluded by declaring, that I 
fhould not do my duty, if I did not diftinétly ftate it as my 
opinion, that, not to grant chearfully, on the part of Govern- 
ment, all the Catholics wifhed for, would not only be excecd- 
ingly impolitick, but perhaps dangerous; that in.doing this, 
no time was to be loft; that the bufinefs would be prefently at 
hand ; and the firft ftep I took would be of infinite import- 
ance ; that if I received no very peremptory inftruions to 
the contrary, I fhould acquiefce—lI meant, as well in the time, 
as in the mode of proceeding, and the extent of the demands; 
for, as a meafure confidered generally, I could conceive no nce 
ceflity of waiting for any new inftruCtions, on which to de- 
cide: Of this I reminded the § yof § e: © Con- 
vinced (I faid) as we all were, of the neceffity, as well as fit- 
refs, of the meafure taking place at no diftant period; I was 
decidedly of opinion, that it ought no longer to be deferred.” 
The ftate of the country required this; and the difpofition of 
the Catholics, among whom hefitation on the part of Govern- 
ment, might produce mifchiefs to a degree beyond calculation. 
You will not forget that all this pafled within the firft fort- 
night after my arrival, and before the meeting of Parliament.— 
‘Thus early were Minifters in pofleflion of the opinion and de- 
termination which, in the exercife of my difcretionary powers, 
I had formed on the fubje&t: They knew that the queftion 
Was in agitation; that a petition to Parliament had been de- 
termined on, and was to be immediately prefented; they were 
acquainted with the extent of the Catholic demands ; they 
knew that it could not be kept back; that no time was to be 
loft; and that if I did not receive their inftrutions to the 
contrary, I fhould, in the fpirit of the fyftem that had been 
agreed on, immediately acquicice to the full extent of the 
Catholic expectations. 

This then was the time for his Majefty’s Minifters to come 
forward with their fears and alarms, if they had fo fuddenly 
changed their minds on the fubjet; and if they had at length 
difcovered that this, which was to be, both with their know= 
ledge and confent, a leading meafure of my adminiftration, led 
to confequences ** that could not be contemplated without 
horror and difmay,”’ this was the time for them to inform me 
of this change; they knew that it was my opinion that nota 
moment was to be loft; and confequently, that, if I did not 
receive peremptory inftructions to the contrary, I was prepared 
to confent, without an appearance of hefitation, that the meas 
fure 
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fure fhould go forward :—Did they fend me thofe peremptory 
inftructions ? Did they flate to me, as they afterwards did, that 
it was the unanimous opinion of the Cabinet, that I fhould 
top fhort ; that I fhould abftain from all engagements, or 
even encouraging Janguage, in that quarter, until I fhould ree 
ceive their further inftructions ? 

Not a word of the kind; my regular correfpondence went 
on: I received frequent letters from the S yofS ey 
and not even ahint was thrown out on the fubject. 

In a letter of the 7th of January, I propofed the removal of 




















Mr. W » ON Certain terms of accommodation, in order 
to make room for Mr. G P. to attas my A y 
G 1: This letter went by the fame mail with my letter 


of the 8th, to which I have alluded above: On tke 13th of 
January, the S————-» of S$ ¢ writes mean anfwer to this 
very letter :—He informs me, that the King had confented to 
Mr. W ’s peerage, which was one of the terms I had there 
propofed ; and touches lightly upon an objedtion againft ano- 
ther (that,of holding out to Mr. W the promife of fuc- 
ceeding to a Chief Juftice’s place), on the {uppofition that he 
was to quit his practice at the bar ; a fuppofition by the way, 
that never had the {malleft foundation, But nota word on the 
Catholic queftion—not a fingle obfervation on what I ftated 
fo ftrongly, refpecting my fears of not being able to keep it 
guiet during the feffion, 

The 2d of February came, and of that date I find a fecond 
letter from the Secretary of State on the fubject of Mr. 
W ; but here again he confined himfelf to that fubject 
alone; and my Ictter of the 13th January, which muft have 
been fo many days in his hands, was not even noticed, ‘That 
letter, to which I fo earneftly required, and which in itlelf 
called for an explicit, an insmediate, and peremptory anfwer 
—that letter, from which they knew, that if not timely ine 
ftructed, and timely checked, the Catholic queftion would pre- 
fently receive from me a chearful acquiefcence 3 yet, in the 
interval, from the receipt of it, till the 2d of February, al- 
thouch he wrote twice on other tubjeéts, he fays not a word of 
the precipitancy with which I was plunging into a matter fo 
big with danger to the Empire; not even a hint that | fhould 
preceed with more caution or circumfpection in a meature 
that was to fubvert the Conftitution and eita lifhment in this 
kingdom:—The fact was, that neither be nor the Cabinet 
entertained at that tine any fuch fears—they then apprehended 
ne fuch dangers It was another bufinefs that opened their 
eyes 
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eyes to all the mifchiefs of my councils; a bufinefs that foon 
rung fuch an alarm as brought down upon me that tempeft of 
fears, and terrors, and re monttr ances, under which I! ave funk. 

At the clofe of the letter of the 15th of January, alluded 
te above, 1 had mentioned the difmiflal of Mr. B————d. 
This, intelligence does not feem to have caufed the finalleft de- 
gree of alarm in the breaft of the S————y of S . 

In his letter of the 2d of February, when it ~ oe that 
he muft have received the information, for feveral days, he 
takes not the leaft notice of it; and it further appears, “ire 
aletter of Mr. Windham to Lord Milton, that his Grace wa 
equ.lly unacquainted with the alarm which the intelligence of 
the tranfaGtion conveyed indire@ly to Mr. P— by Mr. 
B | himfelf, had caufed in that quarter.—However this 
may have ), the attack upon me was, in the mean time, 
meditating, although perhaps unknown to his Grace. 

This letter of Mr. Windham was the firft intimation I re- 
ceived of the leaft difcontent among my colleagues in Eng 
Jand, at my conduct fince my arrival The D 
Pp d had, indeed, in one letter, ftated fome objections 
about the terms of Mr. W ’s removal; and in another 
about Mr. G— P y’S appointment; but nothing 
that could indicate difcontent ; but Mr. Windham’s letter 
was foon followed by one from Mr. P— on the gth of Febru- 
ary; that gentleman wrote to me, to expoftulate on the dif- 
miflal of Mr. B J, and on the negociations with Mr. 
Ww e and Mr. T r. This formed the whole matter 
of his letter, and to this alone he confined his remonttrances ; 
yct he had a fair opportunity of touching on the meafurcs of 
my government ; but he concluded his letter by meking an 
apology “ for interrupting my attention from the many im- 
portant confiderations of a different nature, to which ail our 
minds ought to be directed.” 


(To be continued.) 
































REF LEC TiO x, 
H XTREME vivacity or indolence prevents a man from 


being ie Perfons of a very lively difpofition, are 
Jed away by their ardour, and are fi equently wanting in at- 
tention to others; the idle are real lly fo from an unwilling r- 
nels to give themfelves trouble. Many very fenfible mea 
6 think 








ee a —- ae 


on, Ge 


ae ie Gt Ge Go 





~~~ wa ew! CF 


sv? 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, = 307 


think the forms of politenefs beneath them. Learned men are 
feldom polite. 





The Hiftory of Knowledge, Learning, and Tafte, in 
Great Britain, during the Reign of King Fames tae 
Firft. Part the Firft. 


{From the New Annual Regifter for the Year 1793.] 
(Continued from Page 285.) 


HE part which King James took with regard to Conrad 
Vorftius, a foreign theolo; gian, is not to be forgotten. 
This divine had written works in which he had advanced opi- 
nions contrary to the reputedly orthodox tenets of the times. 
Neverthelefs, fuch was his reputation for ability and literature, 
that he was chofen, in 1611, by the curators of the univerlity 
of Leyden, to be their pane Divinity-Profeffor, in the room 
of Arminius lately deceafed. It is not eafy to exprefs the in- 
dignation with which the Englifh Monarch was fired on this 
occafion, All his the ological zeal was awakened, and the 
matter, in his eftimation, was vf more importance than the 
mott ferious political concern. Having perufed the books of 
Voritius, he was ftruck with ho rror, and prefently difpatched a 
letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, his Ambaffador refident with the 
States, willing and requiring him to let them underftand “ how 
infinitely he thould be difpleafed, if fuch a monfter as Vorftius 
fhould receive a: iy advancement in their church.” A large 
letter to the fame purpole was Ww ritten by the King to the 
States General themilelves. The people of Holland were far 
from being ag ds with this interference of a foreign Prince 
in their internal affairs. It was alledged, in particular, by the 
Curators of the univer fity of Leyden, that it was a difparage- 
ment to their judgements, > being near at hand, they could 
not as well examine the foundnets of Vorftius’s doctrine as 
any diltant potentate whatever. ‘To this it was added, that it 
would catt an imputation of levity and inconftancy on the 


States, foleinn ly to invite a ftranger among them, and then fo 











foon to recede from their refolution 3; befide which, an ine 
digmity would redound to the Ci of Tecklenbourg Bene 
them, who had long been the snieees nl Vorftius, and in 


whofe territories he had been fettled, previoufly to his having 
been called to Leyden, Incon fequence of the perfecution 
raifed 
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raifed againft him, Vorftius printed a book in his own de- 
fence, which he entitled “ A Chriftian and modeft Anfwer,” 
and in which he pleaded, that “ what he had written before, 
was but probably propounded, not dogmatically delivered.” — 
Nothing, however, could appeafe King James, who purfued 
the matter with fo much vehemence, that the ftates were 
obliged, after feveral remonftrances, to deprive the Profeffor 
of his chair, and to banifh him their dominions. Before the 
termination of the bufinefs, James carried his oppofition fo 
far as to circulate in French a declaration againit Vorftius; 
and to crown the whole, the works of this eminent and learned 
divine were publickly burnt, by his Majefty’s command at St, 
Paul’s Crofs, in London, and in both the univerfities. 

The higheft degree of perfonal feverity, which, if it had 
been in the King’s power, would doubtlefs have been exerted 
again{t Vorftius, was difplayed, in all its atrocity, toward an 
Englith heretic. ‘This was Bartholomew Legate, a native of 
Eflex, handfome in his perfon, and about 40 years of age. 
The talents of his mind appear to have been confiderable; 
and they were accompanied with a boldnefs of (pirit, and a 
fluency of fpeech. He was excellently {killed in the Scrip- 
tures, and his conduct in life was without reproach. ‘ The 
poifon of heretical doftrine,”’ fays Fuller, “ is never more 
dangerous, than when ferved up in clean cups, and wafhed 
difhes.” Such was James’s confidence in his royal eloquence 
and theological attainments, that he took upon hinfelf the 
converfion of Legate. When, after the frequent interviews, 
his Majefty failed of his expeCtations, he was, on one occa- 
fion, fo filled with choler, that he fpurined at the heretic with 
his foot. From the King, Legate was affigned to the Bithops, 


who were equally unfuccelsful. Dr. Jona King, Bithop of 


London, was the principal agent in the affair ; in which, how- 
ever, he did not act without many afiiftants, lawyers as well as 
divines. At length, when no arguments or inducements 
could prevail upon Legate to recant his opinions, the prelate 
pronounced him to be an obftinate, contumacious, and incor 
rigible heretic, and configned him to the fecular power. Ac- 
cordingly, he was burnt at Smithfield, March 18, 16125 
dying with great fortitude, and refufing to the laft moment the 
olfers of mercy upon terms that were contrary to the dictates 
of his confcience. 

Bartholomew Legate is ufually defcribed by our hiftorians 
as having been an Arian; but this was not the cafe. From 
the lift of his tenets it appears, that he was ftrictly and pros 
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perly a Socinian, and that his fentiments were exa&ly the fame 
with thofe of the perfons who, of late years, have been diftin- 
guifhed by the appellation of Unitarians. 

Another heretic, who was committed to the flames a few 
weeks after the execution of Legate, was Edward Wightman, 
of Burton upon Trent. He was convicted before Richard 
Neile, Bifhop of Coventry and Litchfield, and burnt in the 
latter city. He is faid to have maintained worfe opinions 
than Legate. Ten feveral herefies are laid to his charge 3 
namely, thofe of Ebion, Cerenthus, Valentinian, Arius, Ma- 
cedonius, Simon Magus, Manes, Manicheus, Photinus, and 
of the Anabaptifts ! We believe the only remaining printed 
authority for this accufation is taken from the warrant for his 
burning ; a document which will {carcely be deemed to hold 
the firft rank in point of hiftorical evidence. It is probable 
that Wightman was only an Unitarian Baptilt. 

There was yet a third heretic, who was condemned to be 
burnt, but who was permitted to linger out his life in New- 
gate, wherehe died. He is faid tohave been a Spanifh Arian. 
The humanity of the people began to revolt at repeated exes 
cutions for fuppofed errors in religious opinion; fo that the 
governing powers were deterred, in the cafe of the Spaniard, 
from proceeding to the laft extremity. 

It is unpleafant to relate facts fo difgraceful to our country. 
But it is neceflary to mention them, as they ftrongly mark the 
fpirit of the times, and decidedly prove that the theological 
knowledge which prevailed had little contributed to the en- 
largement of the underftanding, and the rectification of the 
mind. This reproach, however, is not peculiar to Great 
Britain. ‘The fame narrownefs of fentiment fubfifted in 
other parts even of Proteftant Europe. Though the refor- 
mation from popery had begun nearly a hundred years before, 
ftill the great principle on which alone it could rationally be 
founded, and fecurely reft, the right of private judgment, was 
flenderly diffufed, and frequently violated. ‘Ihe only appa 
rent exception was found in the United Provinces, where the 
neceflity of union, in oppofition to the Spanifh government, 
and the encouragement of commerce, required and produced 
a confiderable degree of toleration. Neverthelefs, even in 
thefe provinces an ample portion of bigotry exifted, as will be 
evident from the acts of the Synod of Dort. 

To mention particularly this Synod may feem to be a depar- 
ture from our plan, which confines us to the hiftory of knows 
ledge inour own country. ut to advert to this ecclefiaftical 
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aflembly, will be no deviation from the object which we have 
exprefsly in view. The proceedings of the Synod of Dort 
are connected with the ftate of theology in England. No- 
thing could be more interefting toa man of King James’s 
chara&ter than the bufinefs for which the Synod was convened, 
which was authoritatively to fettle the do@rines difputed be- 
tween the Calvinifts and the Arminians. Upon this occafion 
four eminent divines were fent to reprefent the Englifh church, 
Thefe were Dr. George Carleton, at that time Bifhop of 
Llandaff, and afterward Bifhop of Chichefter; Dr. Jofeph 
Hall, Dean of Worcefter, and afterward Bifhop of Exeter 
and Norwich; Dr. John Davenant, Margaret Profeflor, and 
Matter of Queen’s College, in Cambridge, afterward Bifhop 
of Salifbury ; and Dr. Samuel Ward, Mafter of Sidney Col- 
Jege, Cambridge, and Archdeacon of Taunton. Dr. Hall, 
not finding the Low Countries to agree with his health, en- 
treated leave to return to England, which was permitted him, 
and Dr. Thomas Goad, chaplain to the Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, was fubftituted in his ftead. A divine likewife was 
added to the four Englifh colleagues, in the name of the 
church of Scotland. ‘This was Walter Balcanquall, Bache- 
lor of Divinity, a native of that country, but who had res 
ceived his education, degrees, and preferments in England, 
The celebrated John Hales, of Eton, was alfo pretent at the 
aflembly, in quality of Chaplainto Sir Dudley Carleton, the 
Englifh Ambaflador at the Hague. Upon the impartial and 
open mind of Hales the debates of the Synod produced a re- 
volution of fentiment. He was converted by a {peech of 
Epifecpius, and from that moment, as he himfelf informs us, 
he bade good night to John Calvin. Inftructions were given 
by the King to the four reprefentatives of the church of Eng- 
land, for the regulation of their proceedings. The firft and 
the laft of them were very judicious. By the firft they were 
commanded to inure themfelves, upon all cccafions, to the 
pratice of the Latin t neue; that, when there was caule, 
they might deliver their minds with the greater readinefs and 
facility. By the laftthey were enjoined to conduc themfelves 
with that advice, moderation, and difcretion, which were 
{uited to perfons of their quality and gravity. Two of the 
rules, which required them to be unanimous in their determie 
nations upen every queftion, and which boun. them not only 
to a concurrence with the Scriptures, but with the doétrine of 
the church of England, certainly did not leave them to the 
frec operation of their own underflandingss ‘The inftructions 
WeIty 
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were, however, on the whole, drawn up in the language of 
moderation, compared with that narrow and rigid attachment 
to Calvinifm which had appeared in many former controver= 
fies and ecclefiaftical proceedings. In the Synod of Dort, 
the final refult of the debates was the eftablifhment of the 
Calviniftical tenets, while the remonftrants were left in a ftate 
of difcouragement and perfecution. Neverthelefs, this did 
not hinder the diffufion of the Arminian principles, which 
were gradually difleminated, and in a courfe of time, were 
adopted by eminent clergymen, by illuftrious laymen, and by 
a large body of people, in various countries of Europe. 


(To be continued.) 
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The CHRONICLE of the SEASONS. 
WINTER, 1794-5. 


ROBABLY the laft winter was the fevereft that ever oc- 

curred in this ifland fince “ God faid, let there be lights 
in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the 
night 5 and let them be for figns, and for feafons, and for days, 
and years.” Undoubtedly it was the fevereft ever recorded 
in our annals; and of courfe the fevereft ever known within 
the memory of man. The full extent of its beneficial and 
baneful effects will not be completely afcertained till near the 
clofe of the year; 2s many confequences both good and bad 
will become developed as the feafons to come advance. The 
unprecedented inclemency will leave the deeper impreffion on 
the mind from having occurred at an zra of political hiftory, 
when men are awhully contemplating an extraordinary and 
rapid fucceffion of momentuous events; one of the moft im- 
portant of which, the extraordinary froft affifted the accom- 
plithment of, viz. the reduGtion of Holland by the French. 
Another remarkable circumftance was, that, during part of 
the vigorous period, our grand fleet was at fea; where, in 
defiance of all boifterous and frigid phanomena, it through 
the mercy of God rode triumphant and uninjured, whilft the 
flect of France was nearly deftroyed. A third memorable 
circumftance was, that the weather detained a Royal Bride in 
a kind of captivity; by preventing the {quadron deflined to 
fetch her from attaining accefs to her, and even from getting 
out of port, 
3A2 In 
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In this fevere feafon feveral remarks were corroborated that 

have been made by former naturalifts, fome of which I will 
notice : One, that much illnefs among the human fpecies ate 
tended the decline and breaking up of it; fecond, that the in- 
creafe of the cold was gradual; third, that it fucceeded toa 
wetautumn; and fourth, that the vilitations of funfhine were 
more injurious to the vegetable kingdom, than the intenfe fri- 
gidity. 4 apprehend that this laft remark alfo holds good in 
refpect to Iceland ; for during his two years ftay in that ifland, 
Horreboy obferved, that a certai n garden there, that was 
fhadowed, was more flourifhing than another was that was 
expofed to the fun; but he erroncoufly afcribes the difference 
to the difference of culture. Mr. White fays in his Natural 
Hiftory of Selburne (p. 228), that “ it is the repeatedly 
melting and freezing of the fuow, that is fo fatal to vegetation, 
ather thar the feverity of the cold ;” and, to the beft of my 

judgement, 1 think him right. Of the injury done to the 
trees and fhrubs, little can be faid at prefent ; for, till July it 
will not be fully apparent either in what manner or in what 
degree they really have been affected. I did not fee that any 
trees were rifted, but the foliage of many of the non-deciduous 
forts were crifped as parfley is by fire, or as grafs is by a hot 
fun; and of courfe they fhivered to atoms, the leaves of fome 
fell off entire; and the leaves of others remained on disfigured 
with blotches. The heart-leaved phillerea, yellow-berzied 
holly (other hollies were defaced), butcher’s broom, Portugal- 
Jaurel, favine, and the tribes of pine and fir, efcaped. I ima- 
gine, that it is the warm quality of the turpentine that prevents 
froft from havit g any effect on the pines and firs ; for fo unaf- 
fe€ted was that refin by the ftate of the atmofphere that it 
exuded frefh from out of a {pruce flightly wounded during fe- 
veral of the coldeft days. In the box-trees vegetation con- 
tinued active during the whole time; the flower- buds puriu- 
ing their ufual progrefs towards perfection. The dwarf-hazle 
(Hamame! lis Pirginica) fhowed its value by producing a fuc- 
ceffion of blofloms from November to the end of winter, 
which were the only flowers to be feen from the middle of De- 
cember to the middle of February. On the 12th of the laft- 
named month the female flowers of the filberd appeared, and 
on the 26th fome palm became vifible on the ground withies. 
No turgidity was perceivable in the elmefpray till the 5th of 
March ; Not an hop plant began prefenting a bud till the Oth 
of that month; nora goofeberry bud to look greenifh tll the 
7h. So we fee, that, gencrally tpcaking, it was about the be~ 
ginning 
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gining of March that vegetation began furmounting the tor- 
pidity that the froft had thrown nature into; yet it is tobe ob= 
ferved, that in the herbaceous clafs the vegetative principle was 
active under the fnow; for when the ‘pao and beans in the 
garden, and the indigenous plants on the banks, became dif+ 

coverable, it was evident that they were confic lerably forwarder 
than they had been at the time of their becoming enveloped 5 
but, among the mature articles that a garden fupplies the table 
with, the havock was extreme. For a fhort time people were 
obliged to eat their meat unaccompanied and unfeafoned by 
any thing green; for the weather, that killed the cultivated 
plants, retarded a fupply of {pontaneous fuccedaneums. Nei- 
ther a hop, a turnip, or a nettletop, was to be had 5 and a man 
might have bled to death at the nofe for want of nettle tops to 
bruife fora ftyptick. Laft year every tree, plant, and herb, 
was a month forwarder thun ufual: This year they will proba 
bly be the fame {pace of time backwarder, from the filberd 
blofiom tothe mulberry leaf, and from the {nowdrop to the 
ftarwort. Snowdrops expanded Februz my 11, dwarf-daify, 
February 27, and yellow aconite, togeticr with the primroie, 
on March 4. The crimf{on piony broke ground on March the 
sth, and monkthood on March the 7th. A few yellow cro= 
cufes at laft began to expand oa March 8; at which time the 
double and fingle fnowdrops were in full bloom, undisfigured 
by the froft. ‘Ani idea of the wei ther, and of the face worn 
by nature from St. Thomas’s day to the 34 of March, can be 
better imbibed from the accounts of Lapland and Ruffia 
than from any defcription that 1 could give. Every kind of 
hyperborean and hyemalian phenome nay exiftent in nature, 
were exhibited in a greater or Iefler degree; every concomi+ 
tant ufvally attendant on them prefented iticif, and every natu- 
ral confequence enfued from them 

The froft fet in on the 18th of December, and the firft 
fnow fell on Curiftmas-eve. From Chriftmas-eve to the 5th 
of March the ground was nevcr totally without more or lets 
faow on it, which was a {pace of 71 days! including two pun 
intervals of incomplete thaw, it may be faid, that the froft 
of 75 days continuation; reckoning from ‘the 1th of De- 
cemver to the 3d of March, both days inclufive. I think the 
thaw that proved complete was a fubterrancous one. Amazed 
we faw the depidted fcenes of Greenland, and of Terra del 
Fuego, realized in our own clime; and among the deceptive 
images prefented by the beautifully congealed vapour, one 
could almott fancy that one law white bears and ermines. 

During 
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During the extraordinary thick rhyme that occurred at the 
beginning of the froft, ali inanimate expofed objects appeared, 
when the fun fhone, as if, like thofe in the cave of Aladin, 
they were formed of gems of the greateft brilliancy and vi- 
vidity. Floods roared, and winds howled; and an intenfe 
renewal of froft fucceeding immediately to a fudden temporary 
thaw, tracts of land that were devaftated by water became 
converted into icy plains ; infomuch that, where no hedges 
intervened, perfons had the opportunity of fkaiting from one 
village to another over commons and corn fields. Jn thort, 
the whole fcene was new and furprifing to thofe perfons who 
never have been out of this kingdom. But, alas! it was de- 
plorable likewife ; provifions dear, corn fcarce, forage want- 
ing, fuel difficult to procure, and a fufpenfion of agricultural, 
horticultural, agnatile, and mafonick employments. How- 
ever, the affluent exerted themfelves, and the needy were re- 
lieved in a proper and fufficient manner. 

Early in March a thorough atmofpherick change took 
place; blowing fhowery weather came; and then the farmers 
began attempting to fet to work, with greater expedition than 
the ftate of the ground would admit; for the earth was of the 
confiftence of an hafty-pudding, and never were the roads fo 
rotten. At this time vegetation pufhed, and the few birds 
that efcaped gunners and ftarvation fet up their pipes cheerily. 
The infects alfo revived, and ventured abroad; for lady-birds 
appeared on the 4th of March, and honey-bees and gnats on 
the 8th; which were the only infects except houfe-{piders that 
I had feen from the commencement of the froft. When the 
fnow watted, it appeared that the ground was ftrewed with in- 
numesable quantity of {nail-fhells, of all fizes and colours. 


A SOUTHERN FAUNIST. 





On SUPERFLUOUS ADVICE, 


To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 
OME months ago there appeared in your Entertainer,* 
an excellent letter upon the difficulty of giving advice 
wich a good grace, fo as not to offend the perfon to whom it 
is offered. 1 had hopes that the writer of that letter would 
9 have 


* Vide Page 52, of our laft Volume. 
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have purfued his fubjeé, until he had reached that {pecies of 
advice, which I have termed /uperfluous : but as he appears to 
have fin:thed all he intended, I beg leave to requett the in- 
fertion of a few lines. 

I have called it fuperfiuous advice ; and 1 mean by it that 
advice which, however good in itfelf, is given at a time when 
it cannot be of the leaft confequence to the party. Now good 
advice being one of the moft valuable things upon earth, you 
will no doubt be furprized that it fhould be thrown away in 
this manner, yet nothing is more certain, for inftances of 
it occur everyday. If a young fellow falls from his horfe, and 
is hurt, there are fome of the wifeft of his friends who advife 
him not to ride fo faft in the dark, or on fuch a bad road, &c. 
this muft certainly be very confoling to him, at the time when 
All the furgeon is probing one wound, and his affiftant, per- 
haps, binding up another ; and it muft likewife be very u/efulat 
the precife moment when he is moft fenfible of his rafhnefs, if 
he really has been rath, and ‘is more confcious of the narrows 
nefs of his efcape than any wife man around him can poffibly be. 

Some time ago, in company with a friend, and coming to 
town to oblige him whofe bufinefs required that he fhould be 
very early in town, I had the honour to meet with three of 
thofe gentlemen, whofe notions of perfonal property are fo 
confufed that they take every opportunity to appropriate to 
their own ufes what does not belong to them, and who commit 
fo many miftakes of this kind, that it often requires a very 
learned Judge, and twelve men befide, to convince them they 
have done wrong. Ina word, Sir, the highwaymen {tripped 
us of our money and watches, and left us only cur philofophy 
to confole us, 

On our arrival in town, and announcing our lofs, we ex- 
pected to meet with fome pity, feeing we nad no means of de- 
fence, and were proceeding on his Majefty’s highway on our 
lawful bufinefs. But inftead of that, for near a month, we 
were overwhelmed with ex po/? facia advice, and poff olit mg? 
dom. One aflured us that we could not have been robbed > if 
we had not travelled by night. Another blamed us excel 
fively for not doing as he did, namely, to travel without any 
property aboutus. A third, with afmile of confcious fupe- 
riority, wondered that we did not fecrete our watches in the feat 
of the chaife, or among the itraw, or under our arm-pits, or in 
twenty other places, in all of whjch he was certain they would 
have been pertectly fafe; and in one or other of them he 
ferioully advifed us to depofite fuch articles, * in all time 


, . ’ 
mine. 


forth c 
Uiliire 
















































































316 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


forth-coming.” A fourth, colle&ting all his profpective 
powers of fapience into one focus, advifed us never to travel 
without piftois. Others, again, were fo perfectly aftonifhed at 
our having been robbed, that they coult not reconcile it to any 
known principles of human prudence. “ What! blefs me! 
did you not fee the highwaymen coming ? Could not you have 
ordered the poft-boy to drive on? Could not you have 
dropped your watches on the bottom of the chaife? Could 
not you, if you muft travel by night, have borrowed piftols by 
the way? Could not you have come away earlier ? Could not 
you have ftaid till next morning ? Could not you have got a 
caft in the mail coach ? Could not you— 

But I thall be out of breath. In fhort, it appeared that to 
be robbed at all is one of the moft foolifh, unwife, imprudent 
things on earth, and that of all foolifh, unwife, and imprudent 
robberies, our’s was the principal. Indeed, I began to doubt 
whether we were not the firft who had ever met with the mis- 
fortune of being robbed, arr! that while the reft of mankind 
were enjoying the luxury of cautious fagacity, and protecled 
by the quinteflence of true wifdom, we two were the only 
fools which the kingdom of Great Britain produced. Na 
from. the manner in which we were tutored and aduifed by fome 
of our Mentors, 1 am doubtful whether they did not think that 
we fet out with a direct intention to be robbed, and that we 
had given due notice to the thicves, where they might moft 
conveniently meet with us, 

Such is the kind of advice we are perpetually receiving 
from our fage countellors, after the affair is over which they 
with to prevent, and the lofs irretrievable which they with to 
avert. Even the bedfide of tne fick is not prote&ted from ad- 
vice of this kind; there are always fome fagacious perfons, 
who forelaw that the paticut muft catch cold, if he did fo and 
fo, and who really wondered that when taken ill, he had not 
unmediaie recourfe to Dr. Bolus, or Dr. Apozem, or fome 
other infalliole terror of difeafes. As to broken limbs, one 
would think they were always matters of premeditation. A 
friend of mine ttepping haliily out of a coach, which feveral 
hundreds do every day without hurt or danger, had the misfor- 
tune to fall and break his lex. He has often told me that the 
pain of fetting the limb, and che fubfequent confinement would 
have been very tolerable, but for the ind admonitions of his 
fiicndsy who had long declared open war againit all fteps of 
coaches, and really wondered how he could be fo foolifh as to 
jump haitily cut of a coach. 
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An ANECDOTE. 
IR JOHN FINEUX, an eminent and able lawyer in the 


time of Henry the Seventh, was of opinion, that a man 
will feldom fucceed who trufts much to the circumftances of 
birth and family; and he ufed to fay, that no man thrived, but 
he that lived as if he were the firft man in the world, and his 
father were not born before him; adding, that he would long 
ago have been undone by his acquaintances, if he had not been 
railed by his friends. 





An ANECD O-T E. 


R. THOMAS WILSON was, for four years, Private 
Secretary to Queen Elizabeth. It was a favourite de- 
claration of his, what all great men know, that he was fix 
timesa flave. 1. Tohimfelf, and his inclination, until he had 
advanced to years of difcretion. 2. Tothe world and its ins 
folence, until he had improved his fortune. 3. To his pupils 
and their tempers, until he underftood their genius. 4, To 
fame and its reports, until he was knowa tothe world. 5. To 
his Sovereigns (Mary, Elizabeth, and James), until he found 
out their inclinations and humours: And 6. To his bufinefs, 
until he had attained experience. 





Anfwer, by Fofeph Bulgin, of Caftle Cary, to Furze Stub’s 
Enigma, inferted January 19. 


Is dreffing turkey, duck, or goofe, 
SALT is of moft effential ule. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from W. Haw- 
kins, N. Coles, and Tyro, of Crediton; John Gore, and Mark 
Long, of Taunton; W. S. of Ivybridge; and J. Thomas, 
of Gluvias. 





Anfwer, by P, Hoare, of Stoke Climfland, to}. Bodkin’s Enigma, 
inferted ‘Fanuary 26. 


O on, my friend, thy church purfue, 
And then the CUSHION there you'll view. 
Vou. XXV. 636. 3B *;* We 
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*t* We have'received the like anfwer from J. Turner, of 
Langport; T. Geach, of Wadebridge; W. Hawkins, of 
Crediton; G. D, of Shapwick; J. Gore, and W. Brewer, of 
Taunton, 
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4A QUESTION, ly Mifs A. Thompfan, of Bath, 


O find three numbers x, y, and z, fo that x+y, x+z, and 
yZ» may be all {quare numbers. 





A REBUS, by F. Sanders, near Bodmin. 


yy of time I’d have you tell; 

A bird of prey by name known well; 

A man who once was King of Rome; 

A fruitin England next make known; 

A Jewith King pray now unfold; 

A precious {tone then mult be told ; 

A bird which fhuns the light of day ; 

A certain fpice you'll laft difplay : 
The initials when they are right combin’d, 
A town in Cornwall you will find, 





A REBUS, ly WW. Hawkins, of Crediton, 
Y ure coin you'll firft expound ; 
A liquor, Sirs, muft then be found; 
A vellelthen mutt be exprefs’d ; 
And what we want, by all confefs’d; 
The time, from whence we take our date; 
A King of England then relate; 
A Spanifh Princefs then untold, 
And laft a flower muft be told: 
The initials join’d aright | know, 
A valiant hero it will fhow; 
Who in battle loft his breath, 
And yielded to that tyrant Death. 


§+§ Several Pieces.of Poetry lately received are much toa ina 
accurate for Lnfertione 
pee 4 POETRY. 


































































4n ELEGY.—2By LADY BURRELL. 


ETHINKS acrofs a barren heath, 

and A fad proceflion feems to move ; 

Attendant on the claims of death, 
Which ends the cordial hopes of love. 


Methinks the fnowy plumes appear, 
Denoting youth’s untimely fate! 

I fee the diimal pomp draw near, 
With prefages of woe replete. 


For this fome parent’s heart receives 
The keeneft pang it can futtain ; 

For this fome tender lover grieves ; 
For this fome friend Jaments in vain. 


As o’er the heath they bend their way, 
Methinks I hear the folemn bell ; 

I hear the mournful Myra fay, 
*« My fon! my Celadon! farewell.” 


Alas! at that much honour’d name, 
Can I refrain from friendly fighs ? 

Can I rejeé&t compaflion’s claim, 

_ When beauty, youth, and merit dies? 


Iil-fated Celadon! for thee! 
By pity urg'd, | drop a tear; 

Recalling to my memory 
Thofe gentle virtues I revere. 


I fain thy merit would declare, 
And to thy name due honour pay ; 
But forrow interpofing there, 
Demands the remnant of my lay. 





With retrofpective thought, in vain 
I recolleét thy vernal lism ; 
The prefent fcene directs my ftrain, 
| And chains attentionto thy tomb. 
Thither che Mufes fhould repair, 
Their love for Celadon to fhow ; 
They made him, when alive, their care ; 
And with young laurel crown’d his brow. 


Since death has fpoil’d the blooming flower, 
: Which they haa patroniz’d fo long ; 
?Tis iuit they fhould his fate deplore, 
And with his praife adorn their fong. B 
ut 
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But how can they record in verfe, 
His fame, with their accuftom’d {kill ? 
The Loves and Graces on his hearfe 
Have blunted the poetick quill. 


Wit, harmony, expreffion, tafte, 
Attend his manesto their home; 
Once faithful tenants of his breatt, 
They feek, with him, the filent tomb. 


Sepulchred in the facred ground, 
n fafety may his reliques leep— 

There may a holy train be found, 

To gaze, to meditate, to weep. 


Juftice and Virtue thall appear, 
Around his early grave to mourn ; 

And Pity drop the gen’rous tear, 
While Friendfhip mufes on his urn. 








For the WEEKLY EwTERTAINER. 
The FIRST HOUR of MORNING. 
By Mrs. Rapvcuirre. 





















{From her beautiful Romance entitled ‘* The Myfteries of 


Udolpho.’’} 


When early twilight, from the eaftern bound, 
Dawns on the fleeping landfcape in the glade, 
And fades as Morning {preads her blufh around. 


When ev’ry infant flower, that wept in night, 
Lifts its chill head, foft glowing with a*tear; 
Expands its tender bloffom to the light, 
And gives its incenie to the genial air. 


How freth the breeze that wafts the rich perfume, 
And {wells the melody of waking birds— 

The hum of bees, beneath the verdant gloom, 
And woodman’s fong, and low of diitant herds. 


Ho: fweet to wind the foreft’s tangled thade, 


Then doubtful gleams the mountain’s hoary head, 
Seen through the parting foliage trom afar ; 
And, farther itill, the ocean's milty bed, 
With flitting fails chat partial fun-beams hare. 


But vain the fylvan fhade—the breath of May— 
The voice of mufic floating on the gale, 
And forms, that beam through morning’s dewy veil, 
If healih no longer bid the heart be gay : 
Oh balmy hour! ’tisthine her weaith to give, 
Here ipread her bluth, and bid the parent live! 














